Writing Assignment: Ethical Issue Position
For the writing assignment in this class, you must choose one of the ethical issues below argue whether the action is either ethical or unethical:
· Should companies gather private information about their customers?

· Should children (those under the age of 18) be allowed to have plastic surgery?

· Should factors other than grades, class rank, and test scores be used to determine who should be admitted to a college and who should not be?

· Should a business have the right to refuse to hire someone based on their physical appearance (e.g. height, weight, hairstyle, etc.) when an employee’s appearance is not a crucial factor in their ability to do their job (i.e. the employee is not being hired as a model)?

· Should Brazil be allowed to cut down those parts of the Amazon rain forest that lie within its borders?

· Should people who have not been admitted to the U.S. legally be allowed to get state drivers licenses?

· Should employers have the right to regulate what their employees do when they are not at work?

Your argument must be based on the position that would most likely be taken by proponents of each of the following moral philosophies: 
1. Utilitarianism

2. Kantian ethics

3. Virtue ethics

Make sure you discuss all three of these philosophies. 
Please note, the moral philosophies may disagree on an issue. For example, a utilitarian may say an action is ethical and a Kantian may say it is unethical. 

Make sure to explain your statements. So, for example, if you say that a Kantian would disapprove of physician assisted suicide (and I am not saying that a Kantian would approve), you need to explain why a Kantian would favor it. The paper should demonstrate that you understand the moral philosophies you have studied and can apply them to real-world situations. This is not an opinion paper. You need to tell me what the proponents of each of the philosophies chosen would argue,
You may need to do some research for this paper, depending upon the issue that you choose. For example, if you want to argue that a utilitarian would say an action is unethical because it would cause more unhappiness than happiness, you may need to do research to find out exactly how much harm is caused by that particular action. Remember, arguments should be based on the application of moral theory to facts. If you include facts in your paper that are not common knowledge, you need to provide an MLA-style in-text citation to indicate where the information came from, and all sources that you used must be on a Works Cited page at the end of the paper. 
Papers should be 3-4 pages long, and typed, double-spaced with standard margins. Do not leave gaps between paragraphs or divide your paper into subsections. Use 12-point Times New Roman type (the same size and font used in these directions). Pages should be numbered. No cover page is required. All students are expected to understand the rules of paraphrase, quotation, and citation. Failure to paraphrase, quote, and/or cite properly will be penalized
All papers must be submitted to the dropbox on the class ulearn site before or at the time they are due on the date that they are due. See the syllabus for the due date. The dropbox for this assignment is in the same ulearn folder as these directions. There is no need to hand in a hard copy of the paper. 
Papers will be graded based on the following criteria: 

· Understanding of and ability to apply the moral theories 
· Use of facts to support an argument

· Clarity of argument and depth of explanations 
· Organization and writing (including the presence of a title, an introduction and a conclusion, sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, word use, spelling, and appropriate academic tone). 

· Appropriate use of paraphrase, quotation, and citation. 

· Length and format 
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